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lords, subsists upon reverence, and what reverence can be,
paid to the laws, by a crowd, of which every man is ex-
alted by the enchantment of those intoxicating spirits, to
the independence of a monarch, the wisdom of a legislator,
and the intrepidity of a hero ? when every man thinks
those laws oppressive that oppose the execution of his
present intentions, and considers every magistrate as his
persecutor and enemy ?

Laws, my lords, suppose reason ; for who ever attempted
to restrain beasts but by force; and, therefore, those that
propose the promotion of publick happiness, which can be
produced only by an exact conformity to good laws, ought
to endeavour to preserve what may properly be called the
publicJs reason; they ought to prevent a general deprava-
tion of the faculties of those whose benefit is intended,
and whose obedience is required; they ought to take care
that the laws may be known, for how else can they be ob-
served ? and how can they be known, or at least> how can
they be remembered in the heats of drunkenness?

That the laws are universally neglected and defied
among the lower class of mankind, among those whose
want of the lights of knowledge and instruction, makes
positive and compulsory directions more necessary for the
regulation of their conduct, is apparent from the repre-
sentation of the magistrates, in which the general disorders
of this great city, the open wickedness, the daring inso-
lence, and unbounded licentiousness of the common people,
is very justly described.

Their wickedness and insolence, my lords, is, indeed,
such, that order is almost at an end, rank no longer con-
fers respect, nor does dignity afford security. The same
confidence produces insults and robberies, and that insen-
sibility with which debauchery arms the mind equally
against fear and pity, frequently aggravates the guilt of
robbery with greater crimes; those who are so unhappy as
to fall into the hands of thieves, heated by spirits into mad-
men, seldom escape without suffering greater cruelties
than the loss of money.
That the use of these poisonous draughts quickly debi-